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EU Waste Policy Review: Stakeholder Newsletter October 2014
This newsletter is the first of a series of monthly updates from Defra and BIS for stakeholders, providing updates on progress in Brussels, work to improve the UK evidence base and our ongoing plans for stakeholder engagement. We hope you find these newsletters useful and informative, and please feel free to forward them on to your colleagues or contacts who might find them of interest. If you have any questions or comments, please get in contact with us at euwastereview@defra.gsi.gov.uk. 
Stakeholder Engagement
Many of you attended our initial stakeholder workshop in July, which bought together representatives from industry, local government and environmental groups in order to share views on the EU proposals to amend 6 waste Directives, and give an update of where Defra and BIS see the process going over the next few months. The overriding messages from stakeholders at this event was that the general aims of establishing a more circular economy and increasing resource efficiency are laudable, but there are numerous practical issues and technical details which need resolving before the proposals could receive full support. Many of the ideas, concerns and specific examples provided in the July workshop have proven useful in our subsequent discussions with the Commission and other Member States, and we would like to thank our stakeholders once again for their input on the day and since.

Future engagement: based on feedback from the initial meeting, we are beginning to consider future engagement opportunities, aiming to make use of a variety of existing fora for smaller topic-based groups, and planning the next wider stakeholder group meeting in line with key processes in Brussels, probably for early 2015. Please let us know if you already have planned meetings with Defra or BIS policy teams at which we could provide an update where practical.
Working Parties 

The Italian Presidency has begun the autumn term with a set of 4 Working Party meetings in Brussels for Member States to present their first impressions of the proposals and to seek clarity on some of the issues raised in the Impact Assessment (IA) and in a number of the articles within the amending Directive. 
At this time most Member States are still evaluating the proposals, so opinions have been put forward under scrutiny reservations. The general tone from other Member States has been support for the principles behind the proposals, but discontent with some details, many of which could have a significant cost or impose burdens. Some Member States have been keen to express their support for the ambition of the Commission, and even push for more ambitious targets. Others however are sceptical of the chances of their countries meeting stretching targets and have called for lower goals. 
Specific concerns have been raised over many of the proposals including, for example:

· Gaps and apparent inaccuracies within the Impact Assessment, for example the Commission have been asked to clarify what calculation methods and definitions were used when setting the targets contained within the proposals and whether or not these aligned with the new methods and definitions the Commission has also proposed
· Concern around the proposed definition of ‘municipal waste’, especially around the phrase ‘by or on behalf of municipalities’, the inclusion of which several Member States queried
· A lack of legal clarity as to what is meant by the term ‘recyclable’ in the context of the Landfill Directive, leading to corresponding uncertainty as to the implications of a target to remove such materials from landfill by 2025
· Widespread disquiet over the levels of ambition displayed by some or all of the proposed Packaging Directive recycling targets
· Unease regarding the Commission’s plan to alter the calculation method used to determine recycling rates whilst simultaneously raising targets

· The extensive use of Delegated Acts envisaged by the Commission. 
Evidence

We have continued with analyses to assess future costs and feasibility of achieving the multiple targets proposed in the revised Directives, both singly and as a package.  The analytical tool being developed is currently being finalised and quality-assured, no figures are yet available.  A meeting to discuss the tool is being organised for 23rd October from 10.00am-12.30pm in Nobel House. This meeting will look to draw on the technical expertise of stakeholders to assess the analytical tool and the assumptions it is based on. Invitations are being sent out separately to this newsletter with more details. 
What’s happening next?
In Brussels, the Italian Presidency has included an Orientation Debate on the agenda of the 28th October Environment Council. This will be the first opportunity for Ministers to discuss the proposals. Such a debate could potentially prove useful in identifying how to deal with the proposals from thereon. It will be for the Italian Presidency to set out next steps in Brussels following the debate. 

In the UK, a position on the proposals will need to be cleared ahead of more detailed negotiations. There is no firm timetable for this yet, and as the position will be informed to a large extent by the analysis of the impact of the proposals it must wait for this work to be completed, but it is hoped that by the end of 2014 we will have a clear UK Government position to take forwards.

Stakeholder meetings: as noted above we plan to continue to engage with stakeholders going forward. Further newsletters will be made available on a monthly basis. A meeting to discuss our analytical tool will be established on 23 October. A further meeting of the wider stakeholder group will be organised for early in the New Year. 
