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This guide is to explain the new or enhanced functionality now available in
WasteDataFlow.

There are four key areas:
Reports: which is the subject of a separate guide

Data Entry Changes: Quarterly returns are not supposed to contain negative
numbers, but until now the software did not stop them being entered. The user
community feedback was that this should be corrected, and now the system will
not accept negative values.

Question Structure Changes: Following feedback again from the Local
Authorities we have modified the structure of the Destination questions (Q51-
65) to allow multiple facilities and multiple transfer stations per facility.

Question Version Control: We have also introduced a mechanism to give
guestions start and end dates so that they can be removed, added or modified
without affecting the history of data. The first use of this will be the removal of
the ‘number distributed prior to this quarter ‘column from question 21.
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Data Entry Checks

WasteDataFlow has always checked the validity of the type of entry you make
in a question response. This includes decimal entries when the value should
be a whole number (integer) and text entries when the value should be a
number.

We have added to this a check on whether the number is negative.
Load comments anly from:

Tonnage collected for recycling must be a number greater than zero.
Tonnage collected for recycling but actually rejected/disposed must be a number greater than zero.
No. of households receiving a collection must be an integer greater than zero.
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The screen shot above shows the system identifying three errors in the
entered data. Each row of red text identifies the column with the error and the
nature of the error.

The errors in the example are letters in the first column (rr), a negative
number in the second (-10) and a decimal in the third (10.2).

These error messages appear when you press Save, simply correct them and
press save again. If there was a second error in a column this will now be
reported. If there are no errors the Save will be successful.
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Question Structure Change

We have had feedback from many Local Authorities that 2 transfer stations
per facility on questions 51-65 is not sufficient. However there were also
many who said it was sufficient.

To cater for as many options as possible we have modified the structure of
these questions to allow the user to choose how many facilities and how
many transfer stations each.
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Simple choose the number of each you require and press the GO button. The
settings you choose for each question will be retained as the default so as to
make future data-entry a little more easy.



Question Version Control

Many Local Authorities have fed back over the last year that certain questions
could be different, or that new categories would be relevant, or that new
destination questions could be added.

To aid that process going forward we have introduced a system whereby each
guestion has a start and end date. This means that we can change a
guestion for now and the future without it causing a problem should old data
be reviewed.

It also means we can add new questions to the system but they will not
appear on the data-entry screen until their start date. The converse is true,
that we could also ‘retire’ questions by setting an end date.

The only sign you would see of this functionality is the change in questions
and the first to gain the value of this will be Question 21. Very many of you
and the validation team have been lobbying for the removal of the ‘number
distributed prior to this quarter’ column.

So for last year the question looked like the left hand screen shot:

But we will update the question to look like the right hand screen shot.

Due to the system of an end date on the old Q21 and a start date on the new
Q21, we will be able to keep all the historically entered data. For the first use
of this we would like to backdate the Q21 change to the first quarter of 2007/8
and will do this over the next couple of weeks so as to be able to manage the
data you have already entered.



